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Welcome to the SEE Turtles Wildlife & Culture 
of Costa Rica Expedition! On this unique 
vacation, you will spend two nights with 
researchers studying giant leatherback sea 
turtles, visit a remote indigenous community, 
hike the rainforest, go to a unique butterfly 
farm, and more. By joining this trip, you will 
be directly supporting community-based 
conservation of leatherback sea turtles by 
providing alternative income to poaching 
and generating funds to expand their efforts.  

We started SEE Turtles in 2008 to encourage 
travelers to visit turtle conservation projects 
where their visit will make a difference in 
efforts to protect these endangered creatures 
and this has been our most popular tour. 
With the help of travelers like you, we have 
generated more than $800,000 for turtle 
conservation and local communities and 
have helped to save more than 800,000 baby 
turtles at important nesting beaches.

In October 2014, we joined forces with The 
Oceanic Society to bring these trips to more 
people around the world and increase our 
support for conservation programs.    

Please join us on this action-packed volunteer 
trip. We will meet and interact with the 
dedicated people working to protect their 
natural resources and learn much about 
the biology and threats facing Costa Rica’s 
wildlife.

We hope to SEE you in Costa Rica!

 

Brad Nahill
Director & Co-Founder
brad@seeturtles.org

 
   

Welcome Letter
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Experience some of the best of Costa Rica’s Wildlife and 
Culture. You’ll spend 2 nights working with giant leatherback 
turtles at a research station along the northern Caribbean 
coast. Patrol nesting beaches at night and relax and explore 
the rainforest during the day. The turtle work includes helping 
to measure the turtles, collect the eggs and move them to 
hatcheries, and working with hatchlings (if present).

Notes:
• This trip is in partnership with Portland Community College 

(PCC) though is open to the general public anywhere.
• Group size is limited to 15 people maximum and we need 

a minimum of 8 to confirm the trip

Is This Trip Right For Me?
Costa Rica is a safe and beautiful country that receives 
more than 1 million international tourists annually. This trip 
goes off the beaten path for 2 nights at the rustic and 
remote Las Tortugas Research Station (see accommodations 
for additional information). This is an active trip that 
requires a level of physical fitness and an ability to manage 
sometimes challenging conditions including weather and 
heat, bugs, and a schedule that may be fluid based on 
conditions on the ground. 

2017 Date:

May 21-28

Price: $1,895 per 
person. Deposit of 
$300 to reserve your 
spot to PCC.

Discounts:
• $50 discount for 

paying by check
• Early bird 

discount of $50 
for the first 8 to 
register

Includes: 
In-country transport, 
meals, lodging, 
activities, guides, 
and a donation to 
turtle conservation.

Excludes: 
Airfare to Costa 
Rica, personal items, 
and tips for the 
guide and driver.

Trip Information
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DAY 1 - ARRIVE TO COSTA RICA
Fly into San Jose International Airport (SJO) 
anytime on the first scheduled day. Our 
guides pick you up from the airport and 
take you to Rosa del Paseo, a comfortable 
hotel in downtown San Jose. If you arrive 
early enough for dinner, the hotel will 
prepare a buffet of local dishes. Get a good 
night’s sleep tonight, as the adventure starts 
early the next day. (Dinner is not included in 
the trip price and costs roughly US $10.)

DAY 2 - TO THE CARIBBEAN
Wake up with a delicious Costa Rica 
breakfast buffet of eggs, gallo pinto (their 
famous breakfast rice and beans), fresh 
tropical fruit, and more. After breakfast, 
board your private bus for a 4 hour ride 
to the Caribbean. You’ll pass through the 
country’s largest national park (Braulio 
Carillo) along the continental divide and 
then descend into the Caribbean lowlands 
and eventually along the coast.

Detailed Itinerary
After we arrive, we will head to the 
beautiful Cahuita National Park for a 
picnic and to swim in the warm water. 
Wildlife including sloths and capuchin 
monekys are often spotted at this park 
and there is an option to snorkel at the 
coral reef (depending on weather).

DAY 3: YORKIN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY
Wake up early this morning to hop on 
the bus and head into the Talamanca 
highlands. We’ll board a canoe for a 
ride upstream to a Bri Bri village, at one 
point traveling along the border with 
Panama. At the village, we will be shown 
the organic chocolate and bananas that 
they grow for export along with medicinal 
plants. We will have a traditional lunch 
and then fresh chocolate dessert. We’ll be 
back to the hotel by late afternoon and 
have a free evening.
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DAY 4: RAINFORESTS & TURTLES
This morning we will head to the Gandoca 
Manzanillo Wildlife Refuge for a guided 
rainforest hike where we will see many 
species of wildlife and learn about this 
fascinating ecosystem. After, we’ll have 
lunch at Maxi’s, a wonderful Caribbean 
restaurant right on the beach. 

Then we will head north to the turtle research 
station. The bus will drop us at a small dock 
along the Tortuguero canals, where a boat 
will meet us to take you us the station. Once 
you arrive, settle into your cabin and later, 
the researchers will give a presentation on 
sea turtles and a training. After dinner, you 
will head out for your first night of patrolling 
for leatherbacks!

Please note: The station is fairly remote and 
isolated. The rooms are very basic and 
volunteers are expected to participate in 
cleaning up dishes after meals. The station 
has limited electricity, no hot water, and no 
internet. Bathrooms are shared. Meals are 
basic and often include a meat like chicken 
or beef along with rice and beans, cabbage 
salad, and plantains. 

The station is in the rainforest, which can 
mean insects in the room (mosquito nets 
are provided).

See page 7 for a detailed description of 
the turtle research and page 9 for more 
information on leatherback sea turtles. 

DAY 5: TURTLE RESEARCH
Today will be lightly scheduled to rest up 
for another night of turtle patrols. In the 
morning, we will take a canal boat tour 
to look for wildlife. Each night patrol is four 
hours walking the nesting beach in search 
of the giant leatherbacks. Tasks involved in 
the research include measuring the turtles 
length and width (no small task with a 
giant leatherback!), moving the eggs to a 
hatchery (where they are protected), and 
observing the condition of the turtles. 

Optional activities today include visiting 
the project’s small turtle museum, walking 
the beach or rainforest, or relaxing in the 
hammocks. The project may have other 
volunteer activities you can participate in 
as well. Swimming is not allowed due to 
currents.
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DAY 6 - SARAPIQUI
This morning, pack up your belongings 
and after breakfast, catch the boat 
back to the dock to meet your bus and 
driver. We will head back inland to the 
Sarapiqui region for the evening. There is 
an optional night rainforest activity or you 
can explore the private rainforest reserve 
of the resort. Overnight at Sarapiqui 
Rainforest Lodge. 

DAY 7: BUTTERFLY FARM & SCHOOL VISIT
After breakfast, we will visit a local school 
for a traditional dance and to learn about 
Costa Rica’s impressive educational 
system. After, we will head to Jardin 
Pierella, a unique butterfly farm to learn 
about these fascinating insects and other 
wildlife. You will see hundreds of butterflies, 
poison dart frogs, giant walking sticks, 
and likely sloths and other wildlife. The 
wonderful family who runs this farm will 
prepare a delicious traditional lunch. 
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After lunch, we’ll board our bus again and 
return over the forested continental divide to 
San Jose (2 hours) where the group will have 
time to rest up and enjoy a celebratory dinner 
at a wonderful Asian fusion restaurant called 
Tin Jo. Head to bed early to be awake in time 
to head to the airport for your flight the next 
day. Overnight at Rosa del Paseo Hotel. 

DAY 8: DEPARTURE
Return home with a new appreciation for the 
hard work of conservation and to share your 
experiences. You will be taken to the airport in 
plenty of time to catch your flight or feel free 
to extend your stay. 

Photo Credit: Neil Osborne
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Leatherback Sea Turtles
The largest of all sea turtles, and one of the largest reptiles 
on earth, the leatherback turtle ranges in size from 4-8 
feet in length and weighs between 500-2,000 pounds. The 
average adult measures in between 5-6 feet and weighs 
600-800 pounds. 

The oldest of all sea turtle species, it has been around for 
more than 100 million years. They survived the extinction 
of the dinosaurs and thrived until the last several decades 
when human interactions have taken a major toll. 
Leatherbacks are considered vulnerable according 
to the IUCN Red List, recently upgraded from critically 
endangered due in large part to the growing Caribbean 
population. 

At Las Tortugas, the leatherbacks nest starting in early 
March through the end of June/early July with a peak from 
mid-April to mid- May. Hatchlings start arriving mid to late 
May and peak in mid June. 

Learn more about leatherback turtles on our website.

Background Information
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Las Tortugas Research Station
In 2000 Stanley Rodriguez, founded Estación Las Tortugas (The Turtle Station) in 
an effort to help save the population of sea turtles that visited Mondonguillo 
beach. This beach lies between the Mondonguillo Lagoon in the north, 
bordering with the Pacuare Nature Reserve, and the Urpiano Lagoon in the 
south, bordering with the Urpiano Lagoon Turtle Project. The beach protected 
consists of three kilometres of land, and the station is located about 25 
kilometres (as the crow flies) north of Limon, on the Caribbean Coast of Costa 
Rica. 

The area where the actual station is situated today used to be a coconut 
plantation and the beach was a poacher hideout where all the turtles visiting 
the area were poached for either their eggs, their meat or/and their shell. 
The poaching rate throughout the years has diminished quite drastically after 
initiating the protection of the beach and from 100% of poaching to begin 
with, it has fallen to less than 5%. This beach was and continues to be mainly a 
leatherback turtle nesting beach, but green and hawksbill turtles also nest in 
small numbers each year.



Between March and July volunteers, researchers patrol the beach from 8:00 pm to 4:00 am in 
4 hour shifts (8pm to midnight and midnight to 4 am) and in different sectors. It takes at least 
4 hours to patrol the beach effectively and if a nesting turtle is found, the eggs are collected 
and relocated into a hatchery. 

Former poachers now trained in conservation techniques together with previously 
trained volunteers (they assist in taking data, biometry, and collecting eggs) carry out 
the important work and are also responsible for guarding the nests at the hatchery and 
releasing baby turtles. At the rescue center volunteers help caring for recuperating turtles 
as well as maintaining the facilities. Additionally, volunteers are sometimes involved in the 
daily operations to keep the running of the project smoothly (this could involve cleaning, 
gardening, kitchen work, painting, maintaining, beach cleaning etc). 

Night Patrols 
A group of volunteers, led by an experienced patrol leader, walks one of the sectors of 
the 4 km long beach searching for nesting females. An average night patrol will take 4 
hours but can last longer in case of sea turtle encounters. Once a turtle is encountered on 
a night patrol, the volunteers work directly with it, taking carapace and nest dimension 
measurements, collecting eggs and taking data. The collected eggs will be relocated 
on the beach or taken to the hatchery where the volunteers on shift will build a new nest 
(according to measurements that were taken) and rebury the eggs. The number of eggs, 
nest location and turtle identification information (tag number) are then recorded by the 
hatchery attendant for further data analysis, for example hatchling survival rate.

Hatchlings
If hatchlings are encountered they are counted and released in the evening to an 
appropriate location along the high tide line and observed until they reach the sea.

Turtle Research Information
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Rosa del Paseo
Located in downtown San Jose on Paseo Colon, Rosa 
del Paseo is a charming small hotel that is close to 
many city landmarks. The hotel is part of Costa Rica’s 
Certification for Sustainable Tourism.

Hotel Atlantida
Atlantida Lodge is located on the laid back 
Caribbean coast, in the town of Cahuita. Their rooms 
are unique and full of personality and the grounds 
are naturally beautiful with an inviting pool. The hotel 
borders a Caribbean beach and is a short walk to 
the town of Cahuita and a short drive to the national 
park. The hotel is known for its eco-friendly and natural 
design.

Las Tortugas Turtle Research Station
Volunteers sleep in shared cabins (double occupancy) 
with bunk beds and semi-private bathrooms (shared 
between 2 rooms). Bathrooms are shared and 
electricity is only available from solar panels and has 
to be used rationally. Volunteers wash their clothes 
by hand – another reason why we recommend light, 
fast drying clothes. There is no internet and cell phone 
signal (only with good luck and depending on the 
device). Volunteers will be told how you can call for 
help in case of an emergency once you arrived at the 
project site.

Sarapiquis Rainforest Lodge
Sarapiquis Rainforest Lodge, built as a 15th century 
Pre-Columbian village, is an internationally rewarded 
model in tourism with a Hispanic Colonial and 
Indigenous atmosphere. The restaurant and its 
romantic terrace reveal sweeping views of the 
Sarapiqui River and the Rainforest below and the 
inviting Botos Waterfall and Pool, only 15 yards away.  

Accommodations

Top & Middle Images: 
Francisco’s Lodge; 
Bottom Image: 
Pacuare Station
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Turtle Issues

Am I guaranteed to see a sea turtle or hatchling?
As with most wild animals, there is never a guarantee to see 
a sea turtle (they are endangered of course). However, you 
have a very good chance of seeing multiple turtles since we 
are going near the peak of the nesting season. Hatchlings start 
arriving in mid-May so we have a small chance of seeing them.

Is walking on the beach at night safe in Costa Rica?
In most places, yes. However, there are turtle nesting beaches 
that are also used to bring drugs into the country that are not 
safe. We do not take people to any unsafe beaches and have 
never had a safety concern on any of our tours. You will be 
walking with local researchers and guides who know how to 
handle any situations that might arise.

How does this trip benefit turtle conservation?
SEE Turtles runs sea turtle trips as a way to help save these 
incredible animals. To participate in the work and stay at the 
research station, we pay a fee to the local partner which helps 
to cover the costs of the conservation and research efforts. 
In addition, the volunteer help provided by travelers helps to 
ensure that the beach is patrolled (no volunteers means the 
beach is open to poachers to take every nest). Finally, every 
tour saves at least 100 hatchlings through a donation to our 
conservation partner through our Billion Baby Turtles initiative. 

Will I get to do every volunteer job on the trip?
As we can’t guarantee that you will see a sea turtle, we also 
can’t guarantee you’ll get to do every job in the volunteer 
program. We hope to give every participant the opportunity 
to do each job but it depends on the number of participants, 
the number of turtles encountered, and the individual 
circumstances with each turtle (sometimes more complicated 
situations require the researchers to do specific jobs). Generally 
the tagging is done only by research staff. If there is one specific 
job you really want to do, let your guide know and he will do his 
best to accommodate your request. Check out the page “Daily 
Life on a Volunteer Project” for details about the tasks involved 
in sea turtle research.

Can I photograph the turtles?
At this project, no photography is allowed on the beach at 
night, even without a flash. The project is very cautious to avoid 
disturbing the turtles while nesting.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Logistical/Travel Issues

How much money should I bring? 
We recommend that each participant 
bring $250 in cash for tipping and spending 
money. U.S. bills of $20 and less are widely 
accepted in Costa Rica (with change 
given in dollars or Costa Rican colones). 
Many shop owners are wary of accepting 
torn or “old looking” bills – so please bring 
crisp newer bills if possible! Small bills ($1’s 
and $5’s) are useful at the turtle projects 
where there are no banks and people have 
a harder time finding change for larger bills.

How much should I tip? 
Tipping guides isn’t mandatory, but it is 
customary (like tipping waitress here in 
the states). We recommend tipping $8 
to $10 dollars per day per participant to 
divide between your guide(s) and driver. 
(That would be $70 to $100 per participant 
depending on the length of the trip). 
Participants will not need to tip anyone else 
along the way.

Can I call home or check my email while in 
Costa Rica?
Calling home from Costa Rica can be 
expensive. For email, you should not rely 
on or expect to be able to get online while 
on the trip. Cell phones from the US or 
Canada often do not work in Costa Rica or 
automatically switch you to a local service 
which activates international roaming fees. 
If you plan to bring a cell phone, please 
check with your provider about coverage 
and cost. 

Are the electrical outlets the same?
The voltage in Costa Rica is the same as the 
states. However, most outlets are 2 prong 
instead of 3 prong, so if you are bringing 
something that needs 3 prongs you need to 
bring an adapter. Electricity at this station 
is generated by solar power, so there is not 
enough power to charge electronics.

Can I go to an ATM in Costa Rica? 
Although there are ATMs in Costa Rica, 
much of the time you will be in places 
where they are not available. And in 
places where they do have ATMs, they 
don’t always work. The bottom line – 
while you may be able to get cash from 
ATMs, don’t count on it. The best place to 
take out money is in San Jose.

How should I handle medications?
If you plan to bring personal medicine 
to Costa Rica, please consider the 
following:
• Carry just the necessary quantity, 

which is the quantity normally used by 
a person having your health problem.

• Bring a prescription or a written 
statement from your doctor, specifying 
that the medicine is being used under 
his/her control and that you need it for 
your physical health.

• Have the medicines labeled or 
properly identified.

Do I need any vaccinations?
Since we are not doctors, we cannot 
give you advice on vaccinations. We 
recommend speaking with your doctor or 
visiting a travel clinic. You can also check 
the CDC website for Costa Rica for the 
most up-to-date information. 

What is the weather like on Costa Rica’s 
Caribbean coast?
On the Caribbean, there are no defined 
wet or dry seasons like the Pacific coast. 
Generally it’s pretty hot (80’s to 90’s F) 
and humid. 
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Eco-Friendly Travel
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SEE Turtles strives to reduce the environmental impact of our trips wherever possible. Sometimes 
we need help from you, the traveler, so here are some ways that we (and you) can help.

Tortoiseshell Jewelry
Did you know that tortoiseshell is actually hawksbill sea turtle shell? This is a major threat to 
hawksbills, which are critically endangered. Souvenirs made from their shells include bracelets, 
earrings, guitar picks, and combs. Below is a photo to recognizing these items and we 
encourage our travelers not only to not purchase these items but also to refuse to purchase 
from stores that offer them and to alert your guide when you see these items for sale.

Reducing Plastic Use
Another major threat to sea turtles is plastic in the ocean, which can be confused for jellyfish. 
SEE Turtles is a member of “Travelers Against Plastic,” an organization that reduces plastic waste 
created on vacation. We encourage travelers to bring reusable water bottles to refill; you can 
go through as many as 15-20 bottles on one trip per person, so we offer our steel water bottles 
at cost ($10) for all travelers. Another suggestion is to ask for no straws with your drinks. Souvenirs 
can be stored in day packs instead of disposable plastic bags.

Reef-Friendly Sunscreen
Did you know that sunscreen can damage coral reefs? The ingredient “oxybenzone” has been 
found to cause harm in even very small quantities and an estimated 4,000 - 6,000 tons per year. 
Look for sunscreen without this ingredient (zinc oxide or titanium oxide are both safe), or wear a 
shirt while swimming to reduce the need for sunscreen. 

Reducing Carbon Emissions
Travel by it’s nature is very carbon-intensive. Some ways you can reduce your emissions include 
leaving electronic devices at home, using fans instead of AC, by turning of AC, fans, and lights 
when not at hotels or cabins, and by using public transportation when possible. For sites with 
limited electricity, you can purchase a solar powered charger to recharge small electronics. 
You can also purchase carbon offsets. One we recommend is “Seagrass Grow” a program 
with our former organization The Ocean Foundation. The offsets are used to restore important 
seagrass beds, which are important habitat for green sea turtles.

Photo by Fundacion Tortugas del Mar



Testimonials
Read some of the feedback we’ve had from our past Costa Rica trips:

My trip to Costa Rica with SEE Turtles was a well-run, thrilling, and meaningful experience! I’ll 
never forget the experience of releasing loggerhead hatchlings into the ocean, watching 
a mother sea turtle attempt to lay eggs on the beach, or the wonderful group of guides 
and volunteers who dedicate themselves to this effort, who I was proud to be a part of for a 
week. A well-run and unforgettable trip! For any one who is looking to make a difference in 
environmental conservation, explore a new culture, and/or go on an adventure in the process, 
then this trip is for you. 
 -Noelle R.

The trip was amazing and couldn’t have asked for more!! Jose (our guide) was such a great guy 
and made the experience. The marine guides at the station were all wonderful and educated 
us greatly on the Leatherback species. All the guests on the trip became life long friends. The 
highlight of the trip was seeing these incredible species in person. Will keep this experience with 
me for life!
 -Austin C. 

This trip more than exceeded my expectations! Our guide was extremely knowledgeable 
regarding all aspects of the Costa Rica ecosystems and culture. He continually educated and 
entertained us. My 11 year old son did not even miss his video games once while we were at 
the station and completely “unplugged.” Our driver was kind and always safe. Both the guide 
and driver were so very excellent with my son through the trip. The researchers and staff were 
grateful to have our presence, and patient in answering all our questions. They went out of their 
way to ensure we saw a turtle and were involved with the hatchlings. The experience fostered 
an environment that lead to a close knit group with all of us on the tour. We were all sad when it 
had to end. I could not recommend this experience enough!
 -Anonymous

Conservation is an extremely important thing. Likewise, the websites that teach us about 
conservation and give us the opportunity to help put conservation to work are just as important. 
SEE Turtles is an absolutely great and reliable organization that truly cares.
 -Anonymous

Photo by Hal Brindley
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Travel Insurance...
        That Saves Baby Turtles!

SEE Turtles partners with World Nomads to offer world-class travel insurance for 
your next trip. World Nomads is a socially responsible travel insurance company 
that has a great record of customer service. When you use World Nomads 
insurance, they will donate 10% of the cost of the policy to help save baby sea 
turtles through our Billion Baby Turtles program. Through their Footprints Network, 
they have helped to save more than 20,000 baby turtles in Cuba, El Salvador, 
and elsewhere!

World Nomads covers a wide range of activities and helps with trip 
cancellation, lost baggage, medical bills, theft, and more. No matter whether 
you travel with us, another operator, or on your own, this insurance will have 
you covered and have a real impact on conservation efforts. Click here to get 
a fast free quote for a policy for your next trip.
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Pack in a duffel bag/suitcase/backpack that you can carry yourself and a day pack (If you 
have a suitcase with wheels, please realize there may be times when you will  need to carry it 
short distances - wheels don’t work well in sand, gravel or mud). 

* Indicates required items

Recommended Packing List

Clothing
•  Sturdy sneakers or lightweight hiking boots 
•  Close-toed sandals for beach walks*
•  3-4 Pairs socks 
•  2 Pairs of dark colored lightweight pants* 
•  2 Pairs of long sleeve dark colored   

 lightweight shirts
•  3-4 Pairs shorts 
•  5-6 T-shirts or short sleeve shirts 
•  Lightweight jacket 
•  Rain gear (dark color for turtle patrols)*                                                        
•  Sun hat for the beach 

Toiletries & Health
•  Comb/brush 
•  Shampoo/bath soap (ideally    

 biodegradable)
•  Sunscreen 30+ (waterproof & reef-  

 friendly), 
•  Lotion or aloe 
•  Insect repellent & after-bite stick
•   Deodorant
•  Toothpaste/toothbrush 
•  Washcloth 
•  Beach towel 
•  Hand Sanitizer (small bottle) 

•  Prescription medications (in carry on   
 baggage)    

•  Electrolyte/vitamin C packets
•  Medicine for stomach issues
•  Antibiotic cream & band aids

Other Stuff
•  Refillable bottle for water (clean   

 water will be provided)*
•  Passport and a photocopy
•  Money (recommend $200-$250   

 clean bills for tips and souvenirs) 
•  Camera 
•  Binoculars (your guide may also   

 have a pair)
•  Games, cards, things to do during   

 down time and on the bus 
•  Small flashlight or headlamp with   

 extra batteries* 
•  Plastic bags for wet clothes &    

 shoes 
•  Ziplock bags for electronics 
•  Sunglasses 
•  Snacks

* Water bottles are offered to our travelers 
at cost ($10)
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SEE Turtles
SEE Turtles was launched in 2008 as the world’s first 
effort to protect these species through ecotourism. 
Since then, we have expanded to include 
educational programs and our Billion Baby Turtles 
project. To date, we have we have brought more 
than 1,000 people to visit turtle projects, generated 
more than $800,000 for turtle conservation and 
local communities, saved more than 800,000 turtle 
hatchlings at more than 10 projects around Latin 
America, and reached more than 10,000 students 
with our educational programs. SEE Turtles joined 
with Oceanic Society in October 2014.

www.SEEturtles.org
brad@SEEturtles.org

About Us

(800) 215-0378, M-F, 9-5 PST

Oceanic Society
Since 1969, Oceanic Society has been inspiring 
and empowering people worldwide to take part 
in building a healthy future for the world’s oceans. 
We have guided tens of thousands of travelers 
on life-changing journeys to explore the natural 
world. Our mission is to conserve marine wildlife and 
habitats by deepening the connections between 
people and nature through research, community 
engagement, and first-hand experience. We 
pursue our mission through directed investments 
in conservation, applied marine research, and 
innovative travel programs.

www.OceanicSociety.org 
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Reservations are limited and on a first-come basis. To reserve space on an expedition, return the signed 
application form with a deposit of US$300 per person per trip. SEE Turtles is a project of the Oceanic Society and 
payments are made through this organization either online, by phone, or by mail. Inital deposit is made to Portland 
Community College.

FULL PAYMENT of the total price of the expedition is due no later than 60 days (2 months) before departure. 
Travelers can choose to do monthly payments (the balance of the trip cost after deposit, divided evenly between 
the remaining months before the final payment is due) or pay 50% of the balance at 120 days before the trip with 
the remaining balance due 60 days before the trip.

We reserve the right to cancel if payment is not made on time. In such cases, all payments are nonrefundable.

For deposits, credit cards (Visa, Master Card, Discover, and American Express) are accepted for the deposit only; 
see Travel Protection Policy note below. 

Late Bookings: A special handling fee of $50 may apply to bookings received within 30 days of trip date.

Cancellations: If you cancel your space, it must be in writing and is effective the day we receive it in our office. 
Your cancellation will entitle you to a refund of any deposit or payment made to us, less a cancellation fee, 
according to the following schedule:

180 days or more prior to departure  $100.00
120 to 179 days prior to departure  $300.00
60 to 119 days prior to departure  50% of expedition fee
59 days or less prior to departure  100% of expedition fee (Some costs are occasionally recoverable)

Note: For expeditions listed as a package which includes airfare as part of the package, cancellation fees apply 
to the entire expedition cost, including air and land cost.

Transfers: You may transfer from one trip to another six months prior to departure at no charge. If you transfer less 
than six months prior to departure, you are subject to the stated cancellation fees.

Cancelled Trips: We reserve the right to cancel any trip prior to scheduled departure due to under subscription 
or logistical problems (vessel breakdown, strikes, etc.). You may transfer to another expedition or we will refund all 
payments made to SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society in full. In no event, however, shall our liability exceed the obligation 
to refund the amount you paid to us. Trip cancellation due to under subscription normally occurs at a minimum of 
two months prior to departure. Please refer to “Travel Protection Policy” and “Budget Airfare Caution.”

Refunds: will not be given for unused airline tickets, hotel rooms, meals, sightseeing trips or expedition arrangements 
for any reason. Expedition costs are quoted as a package; credits are not given for services not used.

Trip Cost Includes: Accommodations, some group flights and airport transfers as specified in the trip itinerary, 
excursions, most entrance fees, local guides, most permits and most meals, unless otherwise indicated in the 
itinerary. SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society reserves the right to make any changes in the itinerary or to substitute hotels, 
modes of transport, or guides, for those mentioned in the literature.

Trip Cost Does Not Include: The cost of international air to the tour starting point (unless otherwise indicated in the 
itinerary) airport taxes, passport and visa fees, immunizations, insurance of any kind, alcoholic beverages, soft 
drinks, laundry, gratuities, excess baggage, items of a personal nature, medical costs, costs of hospitalization, 
additional expenses arising from the delay or extension of a trip due to weather, political disputes, illness, failure of 
transportation, or other causes beyond our control.

Air and Land Cost Combined: On some of our expeditions, airfare and land cost are combined. In order to offer 
you special low cost airfares, we work with specific carriers for group bookings.

Trip Cost: We reserve the right to raise the trip fee if there are exceptional cost increases beyond our control. 

Terms & Conditions
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Travel Protection Policy: We strongly recommend you obtain Travelers and Trip Cancellation/Interruption insurance 
to protect yourself and your equipment. Travel insurance may reimburse you for nonrefundable air and expedition 
costs should you cancel or interrupt your trip. Click here for a quote on travel insurance from our partner World 
Nomads.

Accommodations: Land accommodations are based on double occupancy, unless otherwise indicated in the 
trip description. 

Single Travelers: Single travelers wishing to share: if you are a single traveler wishing to share accommodations, we 
will try to match you with a roommate. If no roommate becomes available, you may be required to pay the Single 
Supplement Fee listed in the trip description if applicable.

If you request a single, private room you must pay the Single Supplement Fee listed in the trip description regardless 
of sign-up date. Please note that single accommodations are not always available.

Airline Clause: The airlines and/or travel agencies concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission 
or event during the time the passengers are not aboard the aircraft. The passenger tickets in use by the airlines 
when issued shall constitute the sole contract between the airline and the purchaser of these tickets or the 
passenger. Money paid to SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society Expeditions for air tickets is money paid in trust to the airlines 
and Oceanic Society Expeditions can assume no responsibility for fluctuations in price or scheduling, and in the 
event of a default, clients must look to the airline for refunds.

Budget Airfare Caution: We recommend against buying non-refundable airline tickets until your trip departure 
has been confirmed (usually a minimum of 90 days before departure). Budget air tickets often carry restrictions 
and you risk penalties in the event of itinerary or date changes or trip cancellation. Please call for departure 
confirmation before buying a high-penalty airline ticket.

Tier Pricing: If applicable, tier pricing will be offered to permit a trip’s departure with fewer than our minimum 
signups.

Withdrawal: SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society Expeditions reserves the right to require any participant to withdraw 
from an expedition at any time if the expedition director deems his/her acts or conduct to be detrimental to or 
incompatible with the interest, harmony, comfort or welfare of the expedition. In such cases no refund will be 
given.

Medical: Although SEE Turtles trips are not generally physically demanding, you must be in general good health to 
participate. It is the passengers’ responsibility to judge the appropriateness of their physical capabilities to these 
travel activities. Anyone with medical problems or restrictions must make them known to us well in advance of the 
trip and should have a personal supply of any special medications they may need. The trip leader has the right 
to disqualify any member from the group at any time if considered medically necessary; no refund will be made 
under such circumstances. SEE Turtles and Oceanic Society Expeditions and its affiliates take no responsibility 
for special arrangements required by passengers physically unable to complete a trip and assume no liability 
regarding provision of medical care or medical evacuation.

Tour Operator Release: On some expeditions you will need to sign an additional tour operator release form.

Smoking: Participants may not smoke below decks on our chartered vessels or in buses or cars. If rooming with a 
non-smoker, smokers may not smoke in rooms.

Children on Trips: Oceanic Society trips are adult-oriented, but some may be suitable for children, depending on 
the child’s age and experience. Anyone under age 18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Please 
call before sending a trip deposit for anyone under 18 years of age.

Suppliers of Services: SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society Expeditions is performing a non-profit service by informing 
potential participants of worthwhile expeditions. However, SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society Expeditions is acting 
independently and has no business association as partner or joint venture with any boat owner, resort, hotel, 
carrier, or other services. Any and all claims for inadequate performance or nonperformance of such services 
may be made against the supplier of those services but shall not be made against SEE Turtles/Oceanic Society 
Expeditions.

Baggage: Weight limits and other restrictions imposed by air carriers vary considerably from trip to trip. Oceanic 
Society Expeditions cannot assume any responsibility for loss or damage to baggage or personal property (see 
“Insurance”) or charge for excess baggage.


